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We’ve got another
lease on our shop
T

HERE has been cause for
celebration in the Worcester
Cats Protection shop after
another three-year lease was
agreed with the landlord.

This is great news for the shop in St John’s
as it’s an excellent focal point for us to show
everyone the good work the Worcester &
District branch of Cats Protection does.

It is important for us to have a presence
locally and remind people that although
times are tough, the cats need our help as
much as ever. 

Fran Holder, shop manager, said:“Having
another three years’ trading gives the
branch a regular income.

“It also gives people a central place where
they can help our cats by donating
unwanted items for sale. From the shop we
are able to provide people with information
about the branch and the procedures if
they are interested in having a cat.”

The shop was opened in February 2006
by Margaret Kimberly, the branch’s former
vice chairman and home checker.

Run by volunteers, it sells clothing, bric-a-
brac, books, CDs and videos. Cat food can
be dropped off and information is provided
on the charity and the cats in the branch’s
care. All money raised in the shop goes
towards caring for the cats.

Fran said:“It’s an enjoyable place to work
and it's good fun recycling people's
unwanted items into money.

The shop is open from 10am to 4pm,
Monday to Saturday. More volunteers are
welcome and no experience is necessary.

Fran added: “We look forward to seeing
you in the shop – if it’s to find a bargain,
donate some items or simply come in for a
cat chat!”

Shops in focus: Page 4

Cat    Chat

REHOMING SHOW IS A HUGE HIT

OUR first ever rehoming show was a huge success in Oct ober. In total, 18 cats and
kitt ens were rehomed, with plans f or our next one now in the pipeline . Make a not e of
it in y our diaries – Satur day, January 21, at the Scout Hall, Cornmeadow Lane, Claines,
Worcester.  Pictur ed above is fosterer Sandra St ephens with handsome Ben at our
rehoming show. Inset: Shop manager Fran Holder with mascot Tiddles, alias Julie Draper.

REHOMING SHOW PICTURE SPECIAL:PAGES 6 & 7

... and the shop is bullet -proof, too
IT’S been a great year – and hopefully
2012 will be another successful one – but
without too much of a bang!

Recently the shop received some live
shotgun cartridges that had been donated

by a member of the public. Fran said:
“Thankfully the volunteers in the shop on
the day acted quickly and the police
came and took them away – the
cartridges, that is!”

Cat    Chat
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A year of changes

W
elcome to the first
edition of our new look
newsletter, Cat Chat.
Chris Vaughan, who has
been doing the job of

PR for the branch for several years, has
taken over from Su Vale in the production
of the newsletter.

On behalf of the branch I would like to
say a really big thank you to Su for all the
hard work she has done for us.

As we come to the end of another year
the branch has seen quite a few changes:
volunteers have come and gone, but the
relentless calls for cats needing our help still
goes on. Sadly homing has been well down
this year, which has meant cats staying with
us longer and as a result we have been
unable to take so many in.

Our homing show in October – a first for
the branch – was a great success: 18 cats
and kittens were homed as a direct result
of the show, the fund-raisers did really well
and we recruited some more willing
volunteers!

We hope to hold shows regularly from
now on, the next one already in the
planning and booked for Saturday, January
21, at Claines Scout Hall in Worcester.

Some good news though on the neutering

front: the branch has neutered well over 500
cats this year, which has definitely resulted in
less late kittens and hopefully there will be
less next year, so we will be able to help
more strays and unwanted adult cats.

Several vet practices in the area reduced
their prices to help us with our neutering
campaign which was much appreciated.

This summer we received some large
legacies. This very generously donated
money has not only allowed the branch to
help look after cats but to carry on homing
them all with minimum veterinary standards.

We have also been able have our van
“wrapped” (see page 11) and it now has

pictures of a lovely tabby cat all over it,
which will raise the branch profile. Also we
have had a campaign of replacing some of
the older smaller pens which have reached
the end of their life, so all our cats in care
will be warm and cosy this winter.

A big thank you to all our volunteers and
supporters – I’m sure the cats appreciate all
we do for them. Have a very happy
Christmas and New Year to everyone. 

SETTING UP: The branch’s rehoming show in October was a huge success.

HOMING REPOR T – AUT UMN 2011 A ugust September October No vember

Cats in ca re at the beginning of month 98 77 65 44

Cats ta ken in 5 8 6 9

Kittens ta ken in 6 3 0 8

Kittens born in ca re 4 2 0 0

Cats homed 8 4 17 6

Kittens homed 9 17 10 20

Cats r eturned to o wner 0 1 0 0

Homed fr om home/w aiting list 1 0 0 0

Died/PTS 2 3 0 0

Tra nsferr ed to E vesham/Her efor d 17 0 0 0

(51 kittens) (45 kittens) (32 kittens) (22 kittens)



T
his is Harry, who is a very
handsome young man with long
white whiskers, a white bib and
white toes.
He is two years old, has a very

glossy coat and loves his food – he never
leaves anything. He thinks ham is to die for!

He was found as a stray and unfortunately
has been found to be FIV+.

He is now fully vaccinated and chipped
and has no ongoing health issues.

He needs to have a home where he can
be an indoor cat, just to prevent him from
catching any infections.

He is a sensitive cat and needs someone
calm and gentle to look after him.

He loves to be stroked and to have your
company, but will retreat if he feels
threatened. He would not be suitable with
children as he will react if frightened – a
result of being badly treated in the past. 

He deserves a new home where he can
relax and learn to trust people again.

PAGE 3 CATS:WE NEED NEW HOMES 3

Harry loves his ham!

SENSITIVE: This is Harry, who is FIV+. Call us to find out more about his condition. 

SAMMIE:A five-year-old girl. She is
nervous until she gets t o know you
but is a friendly and loving cat.

MOLLY: She is a sweet cat but can be
a little sh y. Once she knows you she
will head-butt y ou with kis ses!

CAT’LL DO NICELY: SIX OF THE BEST WAITING FOR HOMES

Rehome us: 07527 007436 E-mail:info@worcestercats.org.uk Web:www.worcestercats.org.uk 

TAMMY: Tammy is also five years old 
She will show you her true colours
over time and needs a quiet home.

PEPSI:He is 10 years old and needs a
nice quiet home so that he can settle
in and have a nice peaceful lif e.

WINNIE:She is a lovely cat who lik es
a good stroke and is now looking
for a nice, warm friendly home .

MILLY: A 10-year-old cat. She has
beautiful long gr ey hair and is fine
with childr en and other cats.
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Lorna Winstone, of St John’s, Worcester,
reports on the progress of Lottie – a cat
she was keen to rehome after she found it
with nasty injuries earlier this year.

I
n the last week of August I noticed a
cat in my garden that seemed to have
one of her front legs trapped in her
collar. 
I couldn’t get near her but Joy Beech and

Fran Holder, from Worcester and District
Cats Protection, came to her rescue.

We managed to trap her and she was
taken to Best Friends Vets in Malvern Link. 

The injury was very serious as it was
found that the flesh had grown around the
collar and cut into her body.

She underwent a complicated operation
as vet Jon Slattery was determined to try to
save her leg. He said that her leg must have
been trapped for at least a month to result
in such an awful injury.

She was named Lottie and looked after by
Jon, Kirsty and Sharon at the vets for six
weeks. I offered to foster her when she was
well enough.

She has spent the last seven weeks at my
house and has made amazing progress.

She uses her leg well, running and jumping
as a normal lively cat would.

So far she has stolen a couple of defrosted
sausages and some bread from the work
surface in my kitchen – but I suppose it was
my fault for leaving them there!

Lottie’s leg is strong enough to hold her
whole weight as she hangs on to my kitchen
door with her claws if I don’t
let her in when she
thinks I should.
She has a lovely
temperament
and enjoys being
fussed, even
allowing my 18-
month-old
granddaughter
Olivia to feed and
stroke her. She
spends her evenings sitting on my lap whilst
I do my knitting. 

Sometimes the needles and wool become
too tempting for her to resist but then she
settles down for a nap! 

We have all become very fond of her and
so I have decided to adopt her.

The next step is to let her into the garden
as she is getting rather fed up with being
kept indoors.

I just hope her love of food will keep her
from wandering too far from home.

SUCCESS STORY 5

Lottie g ets a leg up!

LAP CAT: Lottie lies on Lorna with fuss from Olivia. Inset: Lottie enjoys her food.

PROGRESS: Lottie.

LOTTIEhad managed to get her
fr ont leg thr ough her collar so that
the collar was sat around her neck
and over her shoulder and
underneath her armpit.

Over a period of weeks, the
elasticat ed collar had chafed away
until the c ollar was embedded in
her armpit. The injur y was so long-
standing tha t fle sh has start ed to
grow back over the collar, forming a
tunnel. The amount of suff ering
tha t this had caused doesn’t bear
thinking about.

Two hours of surgery and 62
sutur es lat er Lottie w as well on her
way to recovery although ther e
may be some long term nerve
damage. Poorly fitt ed collars can be
lif e threat ening for cats.

Read our featur e with Best Friends
Vets on page 12 to see how you can
minimise the risks t o your cat.

LOTTIE’S INJURIES

PAINFUL: Lottie’s collar injuries.
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Thanks for making it

T
HE sun shone on the plight of
our cats in care as our first ever
rehoming show proved a big hit
with the public.
Visitors flocked to the

Coppertops pub in Oldbury Road, St John’s,
Worcester, to see more than 15 cats
wanting forever homes.

We had a lot of interest in the cats at the
show and even some that weren’t present.

To date, 18 cats have gone to new homes,
including some who weren’t even at the

show! This includes Tizer – who has FIV and
wasn’t at the show – thanks to Nicky
Browning, his foster mum, who told a family
how nice he is. Autumn was also booked –
she has a thyroid condition – and Chelsea,
who has been with us for some time.
Loveable Arnie went too, which is great!

There are five bookings on cats and
kittens. Another big thank you to everyone
who has worked hard to get all the home
visits sorted and the cats of to new homes.

On the day we raised £445, which is a
fantastic sum.

We will be doing another one early next
year, before the spring kittens arrive. Any
suggestions or ideas for the future shows
would be appreciated.

Fran Holder, manager of the branch shops
in Worcester and Pershore and show
organiser, added: “We had a huge amount
of interest.

“I think people seeing the cats all in one
place definitely made a difference.”

TOP TEAM: The foster mums and committee members made our first rehoming show a success. Pictures: Alice Halliday.

CONTENT: Margaret Turner
with Arnie the cat.

BARMAID: Fund-raiser
Sally Gregory served drinks.

ON SHOW: Jayne Whitehouse took
cats Angel and Cherub.
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such a huge success!

BLACK CAT: Karen Hinks with
her well behaved pal. FRIENDS: Viv Harrison

with Minty.

TOGETHER: Sue Crane
with Monty.

INFORMATION: Our exhibition
stands were really well-presented.

CAPTIVATED: People
loved to look at the cats.

SUPPORT: Marianne Willsher, regional
development manager for West and Wales.

CROWDS: There was plenty of
interest from the public.

FOSTER MUM: Nicky Browning with Lollipop. TASTY: Fran Holder with some
of the cakes for sale at the show.
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THE cat costume s came out as the
branch teamed up with our friends
at St ourbridg e for a stall at this
year’s St ourport Carnival.

Thousands of people filled the
to wn’s streets and riverside to enjoy
this year’s carnival as revellers were
tr eat ed to parades, music and a
spectacular fir eworks display during
the tw o-day event at the star t of
Sept ember.

Branch fund-raiser Julie Draper
mentioned t o the fund-raising gr oup
about doing a stall at the carniv al
and checked with the St ourbridg e
branch co-ordinat or if the y usually
did anything a t the carniv al, as if not
we would probably ent er a stall.

The reply back was that the y
covered St ourport and hadn’t done
anything in the past a t the carniv al,
but w ere thinking o f doing
something this y ear, and would we
lik e to join them f or a joint ventur e.

Julie was put in touch with their
head of fund-raising and so the join t
carnival adventur e was set up. On
the day Fran, Helen Sargent, Julie
and her husband Kevin joined
Gaynor, Claire and Dot fr om the
Stourbridg e branch. They raised £236
on the day, which was split betw een

the tw o branches – £118 per branch.
Gaynor fr om St ourbridg e and Julie

put the ‘Tiddle s’ suits on, which at
least attrac t ed the kids (and a few
grown-ups). Julie recalls being picked
up and swung round by a chap at one
poin t. 

Julie said: “The only problem was
we kept being called ‘bears’ rather
than cats – we will let the r eaders of
the newslett er decide!”

BRANCHES TEAM UP FOR CARNIVAL CAPERS

TIDDLES: Gaynor and Julie dress up.

PREPARING: Volunteers from the
joint-branch venture set the stand.

CALENDAR GIRLS: Betty Hughes MBE, left, and 89-year-old Georgie Nelmes.

Our calendar girls!

M
EET our very own Cats
Protection calendar girls –
two ladies who have been
selling the charity’s
calendars and diaries for a

number of years.
Betty Hughes MBE and 89-year-old

Georgie Nelmes, who both live in
Pershore, have been friends for 40 years.

And during this friendship they have
spent many years helping the cause of local
cats.

Betty has been a supporter of the branch
for many years and has held garden parties
to help raise money for the branch while
Georgie has been a member of the branch
since it began.

We think you’ll agree they represent the
spirit of what helping a charity is all about.

They are a credit to the branch and the
volunteering industry as a whole and we
are proud to say they are a vital part of
our branch’s success.

Pictures by Alice Halliday.
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O
UR branch had a real impact
on BBC radio recently – just
ask BBC Hereford &
Worcester DJ Tony Fisher.
Shop manager Fran Holder

was invited onto the station with one of
our cats in care, Lottie, to talk about the
charity and the branch locally.

Everything was going to plan until it
emerged Tony – who used to have two cats
and who would ‘love to be a cat’ himself –
was actually allergic to Lottie.

He started off giving her a cuddle but was
left reaching for the tissues by the end of
the interview!

Fran talked about how the current tough
economic climate has caused pressure on
the branch, how the branch is coping with
these issues and the benefits of pet
insurance to avoid large vet bills.

She also promoted the benefits of getting
a Cats Protection cat, which comes fully
vaccinated, microchipped and neutered for
an adoption fee of just £50.

As you will have seen on page 5 of the
newsletter, since this radio interview Lottie
has found a new home in St John’s and is
doing really well.

And the producers of BBC radio
Hereford & Worcester were so pleased
with how it went that they have invited the
branch on again to promote the charity and
hopefully get more of our cats some loving
new homes.

Want to hear Tony’s reaction to Lottie and
Fran’s radio interview in full?

Go to our website at
www.worcestercats.org.uk.

FUN: BBC radio Hereford & Worcester DJ Tony Fisher tries to keep control of
lovely Lottie as Fran Holder, Worcester and Pershore shop manager, looks on.

Lottie e yes big Fish-er

100 CLUB WINNERS

SEPTEMBER OCT OBER NO VEMBER DECEMBER

£15 Mr D Ow en, Lo wer
W ick, W or cester

£15 Miss KH Sincla ir ,
Nor ton, S tourbr idge

£15 Mr s S Hor ton,
Dr oitwich Spa

£10 Mr s S Hor ton,
Dr oitwich Spa

£10 Ms D J Booth,
W or cester

£10 Ms J Evans,
Dr oitwich Spa

£5 Mr s ME Da vies ,
Br oms grove.

£5 Mr s E Bo wen, Cutnall
Green, nea r Dr oitwich

£5 PD & JC T ansell,
St P eter’ s, W or cester

We are always looking for new members of the 100 club.Contact us for details.

£25 Miss KF By e,
Per shor e

£20 Miss C Smithson,
St John ’s W or cester

£15 Miss P J Rayer ,
W or cester

£10 PD & JC T ansell,
St P eter’ s, W or cester

£5 Mr s S Hor ton,
Dr oitwich Spa
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Meet some of our t eam

*** L OOK OUT FOR OUR CAT FOSTERERS IN THE SPRING ISSUE! ***
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Get in touch
Main contact number (answer machine only) 01905 425704
Have you lost or f ound a cat? 07912 112381
Welfare issues and neutering vouchers 01684 573317
If you need to give a cat up f or rehoming 07531 818843
To provide a loving home for a cat or kitt en 07527 007436
Branch enquiries, including volunt eering
or joining the branch 0845 3977074
Worcester charity shop 01905 426748
Pershore charity shop 01386 550440
E-mail info@worcestercats.org.uk
Website www .worcestercats.org.uk
Correspondence
and donations 53 St John’s, Worcester, WR2 5AG

WEall know dogs
have a keen eye for
cats. Well how
about the cat with
the roving eye for a
dog, pictured right .

While out mee ting
and greeting the
public at the
branch’s rehoming
show, Julie Draper
was asked to look
aft er this little
pooch Summer. 

Jules was dressed
up as the Cats
Prot ection mascot
Tiddles, and spent
time outside the
Coppert ops pub in
St John’s, Worcester,
with Summer f or
company, as the dog
wasn’t allo wed in
while the show was
in progress.

The moment w as
captur ed on
camera, and the
owners ent ered the
pictur e and caption
int o a local dog
training
competition.

Suffice to say, the
judges were so
impr essed with it
they awarded the
owners first priz e!

Well posed, Julie!

JULIE TAKES A SUMMER BREAK!
COFFEE MORNING AT

THE GUILDHALL –
MESSAGE FROM
JULIE DRAPER

First of all, thank you
so much to tho se of
you who got stuck in
on Friday, November
25, at the Guildhall in
Worcester and helped
out on the stalls f or
our annual Christmas
Bazaar.  As the old
saying goes, “many
hands make light w ork”.
We only had half the
hall this year – last year
we had the whole of it
– but nevertheless we
have raised a
marvellous amount.
Are you all sitting
comfortably? Guess
what  –  we made the
huge sum of £814.93!
Didn’t w e do well? I
think this is pr obably
gross – so the cost of
the hire of the hall still
needs to come out of
this figur e, but
nonetheless we did
well, especially as the
last hour went r eally,
really quiet, despit e it
being lunch-time.
Thank you all so much
once again – can I call
on you again next y ear?

H
ayley Goulding is doing really
well selling things on Ebay that
have been donated to the
shops. She has just taken it on
as a volunteer role and we will

feature her progress in the spring issue of
Cat Chat.

Worcester & District Cats Protection
works with Missionfish in order to trade
through Ebay. 

We have a range of items at auction, from
vintage toys and collectors pieces to the
occasional designer handbags and jewellery.

Visit us at http://donations.ebay.co.uk to
check out and bid on our latest items. You
will also find items by other sellers who
donate a
percentage of
their sales to us. 

Do you sell on
Ebay or have a
Paypal account? If so, visit our Missionfish
page to become a friend of Worcester &
District Cats Protection. You can make a
one off donation or arrange to donate
between 10-100% of your own Ebay sales.

Also, if you are thinking of buying a book
then you can even raise money for us when
you use our link on the website to order
your books from Amazon. But it’s not just
books – they do everything.

We get good commission on all orders
over £19 through the website link at the
bottom of the home page, so take a look –
whether it’s Christmas shopping or for the
January sales!
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WORCESTER &DISTRICT CATS PROTECTION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

Membership to our branch costs £8 per year and you will receive our newsletter on a quarterly basis.
In order to save costs we ask any member who has an e-mail address to receive the newsletter by

e-mail.We can post out copies if necessary. For an additional charge you can also join our ‘100 Club’.

I wish to become a member of Worcester &District Cats Protection
Registered charity number 203644 (England and Wales) and SC037711 (Scotland)

Name

Address

Home telephone Mobile

E-mail

I would also like to join the branch’s ‘100 Club’(This is drawn every month with prizes
of £25,£20, £15, £10,& £5.Cost is £2 per month,preferably paid as £24 annually)

I enclose my cheque payable for £ to “Worcester &District Cats Protection”

I enclose my direct debit details 

To Bank Plc

Please pay £8 or £32 (to include ‘100 Club’membership) or £ 
and then annually on the same date each year until further notice.

TO:Barclays Bank plc,Horsham,20-42-58
FOR:Cats Protection,Worcester Branch,Account No: 80563536

Please debit account number Sort Code

In the name(s) of:

Address

Postcode

Signed Date

Gift Aid:If you are a UKtaxpayer, by signing the Gift Aid Declaration below, you can help boost the
charity’s income at no extra cost to yourself.This applies to all subscriptions/donations.

I want Cats Protection to treat all donations I have made since 6 April 2004,and all donations
I make from the date of this declaration,until I notify you otherwise,as GIFT AID donations.

Smallprint: If you are a UK taxpayer, we can,at the current rate of taxation,get back 28p on every £1 that you give.If,in the
future,your circumstances change and you no longer pay income tax at the qualifying rate,you should cancel your declaration in
writing to us.If you don’t pay tax at all,then please do not tick the declaration.If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim
further tax relief in your Self Assessment tax return.You must be a UK taxpayer and pay an amount of Income Tax or Capital Gains
Tax equal to the tax we reclaim on your subscription/donation in the tax year (currently 28p for every £1 you give).Please fill in
the declaration.It will make a huge difference towards the work that we do for the cats in care and you only have to sign it once!

Please send your completed form to: The Membership Secretary, Worcester & District Cats Protection,53 St John’s,Worcester, WR2 5AG.
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Do you have a story or pictur es
for the spring issue of Cat Chat?

E-mail chris@vaughan1.orangehome.co.uk
Not on e-mail? Please call Fran Holder at our charity

shops on 01905 426748 or 01386 550440 and she
can pass the details on. Thanks for your support.

DEADLINE IS TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2012

Fran’s our cover girl

SMILE: This poster of Fran could soon be available to download on CatNav, left.

S
am Roberts, one of the creative
designers for Cats Protection
based at the National Cat Centre
in Sussex, contacted our
newsletter editor Chris Vaughan

recently with a surprising image attached.
Sam is part of the design department at

Cats Protection, and is currently putting
together a set of new support materials for
the shops to use, such as posters,
open/close signs, opening hours etc.

After reading our article with shop
manager Fran Holder in The Cat magazine
earlier this year, he was extremely
impressed with the standard of
photography, and said he would love it if
they could use one of them for a new
poster design recruiting volunteers.

He attached a draft design of the poster,
pictured right, which as I’m sure you’ll agree,
the photo of Fran works extremely well on. 

The photo was taken by Worcester News
photographer Paul Jackson and following
permission from the paper, Sam is now
hoping to use it on support materials.

He is hoping to get it approved and add it
to the list of posters to be used by charity
shop managers across the country which
will hopefully be available through CatNav.

As we went to press Sam said that he is
yet to go through all of the materials with
the new retail manager, as she’s focusing on
launching a new shop at the moment.

But as soon as he has any news, he’ll be in
touch. Well posed, Fran!

BRANCH NEWS18

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21Cat Rehoming Show,
11am-3pm,Claines Scout Hall,Worcester.
FRIDAY,FEBRUARY 17 & SATURDAY,FEBRUARY
18 Collection at Tesco,Warndon,Worcester.

HELPERS NEEDED – CALL 01905 426748

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY



CAT REHOMING SHOW

Saturday,
January 21st
11am to 3pm

Give a cat a

home and find

out how to help

as a volunteer!

Including refreshments, Cats Protection
merchandise, raffle and lots more fun!

* Cats for viewing from 11am to 1pm only

Claines Scout Hall, 
Cornmeadow Lane,
Claines, Worcester
WR3 7RL
Call 01905 425704
for details

OUR NEXT BIG EVENT 19


